
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
April 26, 2020 

Trinity Free Lutheran Church, Grand Forks, ND 

RESURRECTION ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

INVOCATION 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

INTROIT: PSALM 133 (ESV) 
1 Behold, how good and pleasant it is  

when brothers dwell in unity! 
2 It is like the precious oil on the head,  

running down on the beard, 
 on the beard of Aaron,  

running down on the collar of his robes! 
3 It is like the dew of Hermon,  

which falls on the mountains of Zion! 
 For there the LORD has commanded the blessing,  

life forevermore. 

OPENING PRAYER 
O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in 
Your presence to hear Your Holy Word. We pray that You will open 
our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that through the preaching of Your 
Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to believe on Jesus in 
life and in death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. Hear 
us for Christ’s sake. 

Amen. 
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HYMN #101: “NOW ALL THE VAULT OF HEAVEN RESOUNDS” 
1 Now all the vault of heav’n resounds  

In praise of love that still abounds:  
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 
Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! 
Repeat their song of glory here:  
“Christ has triumphed! Christ has triumphed!” 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

2 Eternal is the gift He brings,  
Therefore our heart with rapture sings:  
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 
Now still He comes to give us life  
And by His presence stills all strife. 
Christ has triumphed! He is living! 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

3 Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love;  
Set heart and will on things above  
That we conquer through Your triumph;  
Grant grace sufficient for life’s day  
That by our lives we truly say:  
Christ has triumphed! He is living! 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

4 Adoring praises now we bring  
And with the heav’nly blessed sing:  
“Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!” 
Be to the Father, and our Lord,  
To Spirit blest, most holy God,  
All the glory, never ending! 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
“If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us. If we confess our sins, [God] is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:8-9) Let us 
bow before the Lord and confess our sins. 
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Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess to 
You that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. Therefore we flee 
for refuge to Your infinite mercy and ask You for Christ’s sake, grant 
us forgiveness of all our sins, and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us 
true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your 
Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

KYRIE (spoken) 
O God the Father in heaven, have mercy upon us! 
O God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy upon us! 
O God the Holy Ghost, true Comforter, have mercy upon us! 

ABSOLUTION 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has 
given His only Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our 
sins. To those who believe on His name, He gives power to become 
sons of God, and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He who believes, 
and is baptized, shall be saved. Grant this, LORD, to us all. 

Amen. 

FIRST LESSON: ACTS 2:14A, 36-41 (ESV) 
14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and 

addressed them: … 
36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God 

has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said 

to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 
38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you 
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and 
for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord 
our God calls to himself.” 40 And with many other words he bore 
witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from 
this crooked generation.” 41 So those who received his word were 
baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls. 
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EPISTLE LESSON: 1 PETER 1:17-25 (ESV) 
17 And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially 

according to each one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with fear 
throughout the time of your exile, 18 knowing that you were 
ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not 
with perishable things such as silver or gold, 19 but with the precious 
blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 20 He was 
foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made 
manifest in the last times for the sake of you 21 who through him are 
believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, 
so that your faith and hope are in God. 

22 Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a 
sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart, 
23 since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of 
imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; 24 for  

 “All flesh is like grass  
and all its glory like the flower of grass. 

 The grass withers,  
and the flower falls,  

25 but the word of the Lord remains forever.” 

And this word is the good news that was preached to you. 

CONFESSION OF FAITH: APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried. He descended into hell. The 
third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 
and is seated on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from 
where He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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GLORIA PATRI (spoken) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen. 

HYMN #99: “COME, YE FAITHFUL, RAISE THE STRAIN” 
1 Come, ye faithful, raise the strain  

Of triumphant gladness,  
God hath brought His Israel  
Into joy from sadness;  
Loosed from Pharaoh’s bitter yoke  
Jacob’s sons and daughters,  
Led them with unmoistened foot  
Thro’ the Red Sea waters. 

2 ’Tis the spring of souls today,  
Christ hath burst His prison,  
And from three days’ sleep in death  
As a sun hath risen;  
All the winter of our sins,  
Long and dark, is flying  
From His light, to whom we give  
Laud and praise undying. 

3 Now the queen of seasons, bright  
With the day of splendor,  
With the royal feast of feasts,  
Comes its joy to render;  
Comes to glad Jerusalem,  
Who with true affection  
Welcomes, in unwearied strains,  
Jesus’ resurrection. 
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4 Neither might the gates of death  
Nor the tomb’s dark portal,  
Nor the watchers, nor the seal,  
Hold Thee as a mortal;  
But today amidst Thine own  
Thou didst stand, bestowing  
This: Thy peace, which evermore  
Passeth human knowing. 

GOSPEL LESSON: LUKE 24:13-35 (ESV) 
13 That very day two of them were going to a village named 

Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and they were talking 
with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 While 
they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near 
and went with them. 16 But their eyes were kept from recognizing 
him. 17 And he said to them, “What is this conversation that you are 
holding with each other as you walk?” And they stood still, looking 
sad. 18 Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you 
the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the things that have 
happened there in these days?” 19 And he said to them, “What 
things?” And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man 
who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the 
people, 20 and how our chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be 
condemned to death, and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he 
was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the 
third day since these things happened. 22 Moreover, some women of 
our company amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the morning, 
23 and when they did not find his body, they came back saying that 
they had even seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. 
24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just 
as the women had said, but him they did not see.” 25 And he said to 
them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary that the Christ should 
suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 27 And beginning with 
Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the 
Scriptures the things concerning himself. 
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28 So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He 
acted as if he were going farther, 29 but they urged him strongly, 
saying, “Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the day is now far 
spent.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at table with 
them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to 
them. 31 And their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And 
he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Did not our 
hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while he 
opened to us the Scriptures?” 33 And they rose that same hour and 
returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven and those who 
were with them gathered together, 34 saying, “The Lord has risen 
indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had 
happened on the road, and how he was known to them in the 
breaking of the bread. 

SERMON: “IT’S ALL ABOUT JESUS” 

HYMN #106: “EASTER MORROW STILLS OUR SORROW” 
1 Easter morrow stills our sorrow,  

Stills our sorrow forevermore. 
Light ever glowing, life overflowing,  
Stream from that dawn on benighted shore. 
Easter morrow stills our sorrow,  
Stills our sorrow forevermore. 

2 From His prison Christ has risen,  
Christ has risen in morning glow. 
Hell weeps in sadness; heavens in gladness,  
Heavens in gladness their praise bestow. 
From His prison Christ has risen,  
Christ has risen in morning glow. 

3 Anthems glorious, joy victorious,  
Ringing to our Redeemer rise. 
He, interceding, upward is leading,  
Leading us home to His Paradise. 
Anthems glorious, joy victorious,  
Ringing to our Redeemer rise. 
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4 Angels ’biding bring the tiding,  
Bring the tiding at break of day. 
Sunbeams awaken; tomb is forsaken;  
Heralds of heaven the news relay. 
Angels ’biding bring the tiding,  
Bring the tiding at break of day. 

5 Sin confounded, grace abounded,  
Grace abounded and set us free. 
Tomb-dreads are ended; Jesus ascended,  
Jesus ascended; the shadows flee. 
Sin confounded, grace abounded,  
Grace abounded and set us free. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom 
come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

BENEDICTION (Numbers 6:4-26) 
The LORD bless you and keep you. 
The LORD make His face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you.  
The LORD lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 


