
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
May 10, 2020 

Trinity Free Lutheran Church, Grand Forks, ND 

 “I AM THE WAY, AND THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE. NO ONE COMES TO THE 

FATHER EXCEPT THROUGH ME.” 
—John 14:6— 

RESURRECTION ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

INVOCATION 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

INTROIT: PSALM 30:1-5 (ESV) 
1  I will extol you, O LORD, for you have drawn me up  

and have not let my foes rejoice over me. 
2  O LORD my God, I cried to you for help,  

and you have healed me. 
3  O LORD, you have brought up my soul from Sheol;  

you restored me to life from among those who go down to the 
pit. 

4  Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints,  
and give thanks to his holy name. 

5  For his anger is but for a moment,  
and his favor is for a lifetime. 

 Weeping may tarry for the night,  
but joy comes with the morning. 
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OPENING PRAYER 
Heavenly Father, thank you for the gift of motherhood. Bless all 
mothers, strengthen them in their godly vocation of caring for their 
children, and forgive them when they fall short. Teach us to recognize 
our mothers as your gracious gift, and strengthen us to honor them 
according to your commandment. Comfort those who have lost their 
mothers, as well as all mothers who have lost children, and all who 
have longed for but not received the gift of motherhood. 

O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in 
Your presence to hear Your Holy Word. We pray that You will open 
our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that through the preaching of Your 
Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to believe on Jesus in 
life and in death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. Hear 
us for Christ’s sake. 

Amen. 

HYMN #326: “O GIVE US HOMES BUILT FIRM UPON THE SAVIOR” 
1 O give us homes built firm upon the Savior,  

Where Christ is Head and Counselor and Guide;  
Where ev’ry child is taught His love and favor  
And gives his heart to Christ, the crucified:  
How sweet to know that tho his footsteps waver  
His faithful Lord is walking by his side! 

2 O give us homes with godly fathers, mothers,  
Who always place their hope and trust in Him;  
Whose tender patience turmoil never bothers,  
Whose calm and courage trouble cannot dim;  
A home where each finds joy in serving others,  
And love still shines, tho days be dark and grim. 

3 O give us homes where Christ is Lord and Master,  
The Bible read, the precious hymns still sung;  
Where pray’r comes first in peace or in disaster,  
And praise is natural speech to ev’ry tongue;  
Where mountains move before a faith that’s vaster,  
And Christ sufficient is for old and young. 
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4 O Lord, our God, our homes are Thine forever! 
We trust to Thee their problems, toil, and care;  
Their bonds of love no enemy can sever  
If Thou art always Lord and Master there:  
Be Thou the center of our least endeavor:  
Be Thou our Guest, our hearts and homes to share. 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
“If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us. If we confess our sins, [God] is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:8-9) Let us 
bow before the Lord and confess our sins. 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess to 
You that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. Therefore we flee 
for refuge to Your infinite mercy and ask You for Christ’s sake, grant 
us forgiveness of all our sins, and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us 
true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your 
Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

KYRIE (spoken) 
O God the Father in heaven, have mercy upon us! 
O God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy upon us! 
O God the Holy Ghost, true Comforter, have mercy upon us! 

ABSOLUTION 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has 
given His only Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our 
sins. To those who believe on His name, He gives power to become 
sons of God, and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He who believes, 
and is baptized, shall be saved. Grant this, LORD, to us all. 

Amen. 

FIRST LESSON: ACTS 6:1-9, 7:2a, 51-60 (ESV) 
6:1 Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in 

number, a complaint by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews 
because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. 
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2 And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, 
“It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to 
serve tables. 3 Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven 
men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will 
appoint to this duty. 4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to 
the ministry of the word.” 5 And what they said pleased the whole 
gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy 
Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and 
Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6 These they set 
before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them. 

7 And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of 
the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the 
priests became obedient to the faith. 

8 And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders 
and signs among the people. 9 Then some of those who belonged to 
the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the 
Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, 
rose up and disputed with Stephen. 

7:2a And Stephen said: 
51 “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you 

always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52 Which 
of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those 
who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom 
you have now betrayed and murdered, 53 you who received the law 
as delivered by angels and did not keep it.” 

54 Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and 
they ground their teeth at him. 55 But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed 
into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right 
hand of God. 56 And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and 
the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 57 But they cried 
out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at 
him. 58 Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the 
witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man 
named Saul. 59 And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 And falling to his knees he cried out with a 
loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he 
had said this, he fell asleep. 
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EPISTLE LESSON: 1 PETER 2:2-10 (ESV) 
2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it 

you may grow up into salvation— 3 if indeed you have tasted that the 
Lord is good. 

4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the 
sight of God chosen and precious, 5 you yourselves like living stones 
are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to 
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For 
it stands in Scripture:  

 “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone,  
a cornerstone chosen and precious,  

 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7 So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not 
believe,  

 “The stone that the builders rejected  
has become the cornerstone,”  
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 “A stone of stumbling,  
and a rock of offense.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined 
to do. 

9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; 
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

CONFESSION OF FAITH: APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried. He descended into hell. The 
third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 
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and is seated on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from 
where He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

GLORIA PATRI (spoken) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen. 

SPECIAL MUSIC 
Frieda, Ruby, & Hattie Larson 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

HYMN #200: “THOU ART THE WAY, THE TRUTH, THE LIFE” 
1 Thou art the Way, the Truth, the Life from heaven,  

This blest assurance Thou to us hast given;  
O wilt Thou teach us, Lord, to win Thy pleasure  
In fullest measure? 

2 Thou art the Way: to reach our destination  
We sorely need Thee, fount of our salvation;  
Lest we should stumble when our sins beset us,  
Do not forget us. 

3 Thou art the Truth: though darkness overtake us,  
The heav’nly light will nevermore forsake us;  
O shine within us, all our gloom dispelling,  
Make us Thy dwelling. 

4 Thou art the Life: to all Thine own Thou givest  
Eternal life where Thou forever livest;  
There without ceasing, as we stand before Thee,  
Let us adore Thee. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
Micah Berge 
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GOSPEL LESSON: JOHN 14:1-14 (ESV) 
1 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in 

me. 2 In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I 
have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, 
that where I am you may be also. 4 And you know the way to where I 
am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you 
are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the 
way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. 7 If you had known me, you would have known my 
Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for 
us.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do 
not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How 
can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do 
not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me 
does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is 
in me, or else believe on account of the works themselves. 

12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do 
the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because 
I am going to the Father. 13 Whatever you ask in my name, this I will 
do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask me 
anything in my name, I will do it.” 

SERMON: “JESUS IS THE WAY” 

HYMN #112: “NOW THE GREEN BLADE RISES” 
1 Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,  

Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;  
Love lives again, that with the dead has been;  
Love is come again like wheat arising green. 

2 In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain,  
Thinking that He would never wake again,  
Lain in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen;  
Love is come again like wheat arising green. 
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3 Forth He came at Easter, like the risen grain,  
He that for three days in the grave had lain;  
Raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen;  
Love is come again like wheat arising green. 

4 When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,  
Your touch can call us back to life again,  
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been;  
Love is come again like wheat arising green. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom 
come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

BENEDICTION (Numbers 6:4-26) 
The LORD bless you and keep you. 
The LORD make His face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you.  
The LORD lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 


