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The gospel lesson for the Fifth Sunday of Easter comes from The Gospel According to John, 

chapter 14, verses 1 through 14. In this gospel lesson, Jesus tells us what we must know in order 

to go to where he is now. Please stand as you are able for the Gospel. From John 14, beginning at 

verse 1, we read in Jesus’ name. 

1 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s 

house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 

place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take 

you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4 And you know the way to where I am 

going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we 

know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 

comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you had known me, you would have known 

my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus said to 

him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has 

seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not 

believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do 

not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 
11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of 

the works themselves. 

12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and 

greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. 13 Whatever you 

ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask 

me anything in my name, I will do it.” 

Father, these are your words. Sanctify us in the truth. Your Word is truth. Amen. 

You may be seated. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 

 
Suppose you ask someone for directions, and all they say is, “Oh, you know the way.” This 

would be kind of confusing, and perhaps even a bit annoying. “Um, no; I don’t know the way, 

that’s why I’m asking for directions.” 

I had a similar experience once. It’s not a perfect comparison, so you’ll have to forgive me 

for that, but I think it helps to capture the disciples’ level of confusion. There were these three 

guys, and I asked them for directions. One of them said, “Which way are you coming from?” I 

looked at him, and his friends looked at him with bewilderment. I didn’t know what to say, so I 

gave him the opportunity to fix it. I said, “What do you mean?” He said, “Well, are you coming 

into town from the east or the west?” Now I was really stuck. I was already in town, and he 

should have known that, because he was in town, and I was standing right in front of him. So I 

couldn’t think of anything to say that wouldn’t sound insulting. I also didn’t know this guy, and 
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he was a lot bigger than me, and, according to TV, big strange men are liable to beat you up 

when you insult them. Lucky for me, his friends were not so hesitant to make fun of him. So they 

laughed at him and said, “Here. He’s coming from here.” Then they gave me directions to where 

I needed to go, and I managed to get out of there without looking like a jerk or getting a bloody 

nose. 

This, I imagine, is at least close to the level of confusion the disciples had when Jesus said, 

“You know the way to where I am going” (14:4). The difference, of course, is that the confusion 

was caused, not by Jesus’ lack of understanding, but the disciples’. They knew the way, but they 

did not know that they knew the way. In essence, Jesus says to them, “You know more than you 

think you know, because you know me, and I am more than you think I am.” 

 
This is part of the conversation Jesus had with his disciples on the evening before his 

crucifixion, and that’s critical to keep in mind here. Jesus is going away. He is going to the 

Father, and he is going by way of the cross. 

Chapters 13 through 17 of John take place on the evening before Jesus’ Crucifixion, before 

he is even arrested. John, apparently, remembered that night very vividly, and recorded a great 

deal of the conversation that evening. Several times during this conversation, Jesus repeats that 

he is going away, and this will be a very sorrowful experience for his disciples. 

For quite a long time, I had trouble making sense of this. I wondered whether Jesus was 

talking about his death, which he knew would be a very brief absence, or his ascension, which 

would result in a much longer absence. Perhaps you have wondered the same thing. Eventually I 

figured out that he was talking about his death. Even though this would be a very short 

absence—just a few days—it was a very sorrowful experience for the disciples. It was not 

merely that their friend had died, but that their God had died. They believed he was the Messiah 

of Israel, who would restore their nation. This was more than the death of a friend; it was the 

death of all their hopes. They understood Jesus’ identity correctly, but they misunderstood his 

mission. Therefore, they were devastated when he was crucified. The ascension, on the other 

hand, was not a sorrowful experience at all. The disciples rejoiced when they saw Jesus taken up 

to heaven (Luke 24:51-53). And the ascension didn’t really result in Jesus’ absence, but it 

actually results in his presence with us, because he has ascended to fill all things. It is because of 

his ascension that he is with us at all times (Matt. 28:20) and even dwells within us. 

So when Jesus says, “I go to prepare a place for you” (14:2), he is talking about the cross. 

I’ve heard it said before that Jesus is up in heaven right now preparing a place for us, as if for the 

last two thousand years he’s just been doing carpentry work in heaven. This is a complete 

misunderstanding of Jesus’ words. Jesus prepared our place in heaven when he went to the cross. 

It is his blood that prepares a place for you. That’s what he’s talking about here. Jesus goes to the 

cross to suffer and die for the sins of the world, and this prepares a place in heaven for us. Your 

place is ready and waiting for you, because Jesus returned to the Father by way of the cross. 

Then he promises that he will return to take us to where he is. So it’s not like we have to 

figure out how to follow him there. He will take us there. This is what we look forward to at the 

glorious day of his Second Coming. 

Then comes the part that really confused the disciples: “You know the way to where I am 

going.” Thomas says what they all must have been thinking: “Lord, we do not know where you 

are going. How can we know the way?” (14:5). And Jesus says, “I AM the way, and the truth, and 

the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” (14:6). 
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Here’s the key distinction: Jesus did not come to show us the way. Jesus came to be the way. 

Do you see the difference? He is not an example for us to follow in order to get to heaven. He 

does it all for us. 

This is what confuses so many about the Christian faith. We want directions. We want 

certain steps to follow. We want someone to tell us how to whatever it is we’re supposed to do in 

order to get to heaven. But Jesus doesn’t do it. He just says, “I AM the way.” It’s not a method. 

It’s not a journey. It’s just Jesus. 

 
Every religion in the world—including atheism, by the way—has some kind of way to reach 

heaven or maybe experience heaven on earth—either in some kind of mystical experience or in 

the establishment of a utopian society. There’s always some kind of good works, or meditation, 

or enlightenment, where if we can just find that thing—whatever it is—and do it right, then we’ll 

have heaven—whatever heaven might be. 

There’s an old theologian (Adolf Köberle) who said that you can classify all the other 

religions of the world into one of three categories: moralism, mysticism, and rationalism. We 

could call these the three ladders or the three journeys. These are the journeys man has invented 

to try to get to God. And I would add that where Christianity has sometimes gone off the rails, it 

has done so by adopting one of these three journeys instead of looking to Jesus as being the way. 

The most obvious journey is moralism. This is the religion of the will. Perhaps if we just 

behave really, really well, God will be pleased with us and let us into heaven. Or maybe if we 

can get all the people on earth to be nice, then we’ll have heaven on earth. That’s moralism. It’s 

the religion of doing, and it can take many different forms. 

Then there’s mysticism. This is the religion of the heart. A lot of eastern religions are like 

this. It’s the attempt to experience heaven through some kind of meditation or maybe a really 

emotional experience. Or maybe you get to heaven by cultivating a really sincere relationship 

with Jesus. That’s mysticism. It’s the religion of feeling, and it can take many different forms. 

And the third journey is rationalism. This is the religion of the brain. If I can just learn and 

master all the right doctrine, God will let me into heaven. Or, from a more humanistic 

perspective, it might be the attempt to save the human through science, what we might call 

“scientism.” That’s rationalism. It’s the religion of thinking, and it can take many different 

forms. 

Now, not all of these attempts are totally bad. Good morals are … good. And we do have a 

relationship with Jesus, and this is good. And good doctrine is good. If we didn’t think so, I 

wouldn’t be telling you any of this, and you wouldn’t be listening. Science is good too. But none 

of these things are really the way to heaven. There is only one way to heaven. It’s not a method; 

it’s not a journey; it’s not an “ism;” it’s a person. And his name is Jesus. He says, “I AM the way, 

and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” (14:6) 

 
Now this sounds kind of exclusive, doesn’t it? And the worst sin you can commit in the 

religion of our culture is to be exclusive. How dare you say that your way is the only right way‽ 

That’s so judgmental! That’s so exclusive! 

Jesus is, on the one hand, totally inclusive, and, on the other hand, completely exclusive. It’s 

kind of a paradox, but he really is both. Here’s what I mean: The salvation Jesus accomplished is 

for every man woman and child in every place on earth and at every time in history. It is 

perfectly inclusive of all people. But at the same time, it is totally exclusive. That is, no one 

comes to the Father except through Jesus. Jesus is the way to the Father for all who believe. But 
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all who insist on getting to the Father by their own way, whether it falls into the category of 

moralism, or mysticism, or rationalism—all who insist on gaining heaven by their own efforts 

are excluded. Jesus is totally inclusive and completely exclusive at the same time. There is one 

way, and this way is for all people. 

 
Jesus is the way. There was a journey, and Jesus walked it. It was the journey of perfect 

obedience and innocent suffering. This is the journey Jesus took, not to show us how to make the 

same journey, but to do it for us. So it’s time to repent of our journeys. It’s time to give up on our 

own attempts of reaching heaven by our own efforts. Jesus has done it for us. He walked the road 

to Calvary. He suffered the bitter cup of God’s wrath. He went to the Father to present his own 

blood as the atonement for our sins. He rose from the grave, because death had lost its grip. He 

ascended into heaven where he rules over all things, and he is returning again to raise our bodies 

from the dead and take us into the eternal dwelling he has prepared by his blood. Jesus is the 

way, and the truth, and the life. Amen. 

 
Now may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, guard your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus (Phil. 4:7). Amen. 


