
SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
July 19, 2020 

Trinity Free Lutheran Church, Grand Forks, ND 

INVOCATION 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

INTROIT: PSALM 86:6, 11-15 (ESV) 
6  Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer; 

listen to my plea for grace. 
11  Teach me your way, O Lord, 

that I may walk in your truth; 
unite my heart to fear your name. 

12  I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, 
and I will glorify your name forever. 

13  For great is your steadfast love toward me; 
you have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol. 

14  O God, insolent men have risen up against me; 
a band of ruthless men seeks my life, 
and they do not set you before them. 

15  But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and 
faithfulness. 

OPENING PRAYER 
O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in 
Your presence to hear Your Holy Word. We pray that You will open 
our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that through the preaching of Your 
Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to believe on Jesus in 
life and in death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. Hear 
us for Christ’s sake. 

Amen. 

2 

#514: “WONDERFUL WORDS OF LIFE” 
1 Sing them over again to me— 

Wonderful words of Life;  
Let me more of their beauty see— 
Wonderful words of Life. 
Words of life and beauty,  
Teach me faith and duty:  

Refrain:  
Beautiful words, wonderful words,  
Wonderful words of Life;  
Beautiful words, wonderful words,  
Wonderful words of Life. 

2 Christ, the blessed One, gives to all 
Wonderful words of Life;  
Sinner, list to the loving call— 
Wonderful words of Life. 
All so freely given,  
Wooing us to heaven:  

3 Sweetly echo the gospel call— 
Wonderful words of Life;  
Offer pardon and peace to all— 
Wonderful words of Life. 
Jesus, only Savior, Sanctify forever:  

CONFESSION OF SIN 
“If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us. If we confess our sins, [God] is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:8-9) And 
so with confidence we bow before the Lord to confess our sins. 
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Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess to 
You that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. Therefore we flee 
for refuge to Your infinite mercy and ask You for Christ’s sake, grant 
us forgiveness of all our sins, and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us 
true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your 
Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

KYRIE 
O God the Father in heaven, have mercy upon us! 
O God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy upon us! 
O God the Holy Ghost, true Comforter, have mercy upon us! 

ABSOLUTION 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has 
given His only Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our 
sins. To those who believe on His name, He gives power to become 
sons of God, and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He who believes, 
and is baptized, shall be saved. Grant this, LORD, to us all. 

Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: ISAIAH 44:6-8 (ESV) 
6  Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel 

and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: 
 “I am the first and I am the last; 

besides me there is no god. 
7  Who is like me? Let him proclaim it. 

Let him declare and set it before me, 
 since I appointed an ancient people. 

Let them declare what is to come, and what will happen. 
8  Fear not, nor be afraid; 

have I not told you from of old and declared it? 
And you are my witnesses! 

 Is there a God besides me? 
There is no Rock; I know not any.” 
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GOSPEL LESSON: MATTHEW 13:24-30, 36-43 (ESV) 
24 He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of 

heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his 
field, 25 but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed 
weeds among the wheat and went away. 26 So when the plants came 
up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. 27 And the 
servants of the master of the house came and said to him, ‘Master, 
did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have 
weeds?’ 28 He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the servants 
said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But he 
said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along 
with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest 
time I will tell the reapers, “Gather the weeds first and bind them in 
bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.”’” 

36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his 
disciples came to him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds 
of the field.” 37 He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the 
Son of Man. 38 The field is the world, and the good seed is the sons of 
the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 39 and the 
enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the 
age, and the reapers are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are gathered and 
burned with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man 
will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes 
of sin and all law-breakers, 42 and throw them into the fiery furnace. 
In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the 
righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He 
who has ears, let him hear. 

CONFESSION OF FAITH: APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead and buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is 
seated on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from where He 
shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen. 

GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen. Amen. 

SPECIAL MUSIC 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OFFERING RESPONSE 
We give Thee but Thine own, whate’er the gift may be. 
All that we have is Thine alone, a trust O Lord from Thee. Amen. 

#398: “ROCK OF AGES” 
1 Rock of Ages, cleft for me,  

Let me hide myself in Thee;  
Let the water and the blood,  
From Thy riven side which flowed,  
Be of sin the double cure,  
Save me from its guilt and pow’r. 

2 Not the labor of my hands  
Can fulfil Thy law’s demands;  
Could my zeal no respite know,  
Could my tears forever flow,  
All for sin could not atone;  
Thou must save, and Thou alone. 

3 Nothing in my hands I bring,  
Simply to Thy cross I cling;  
Naked, come to Thee for dress,  
Helpless look to Thee for grace;  
Foul, I to the fountain fly,  
Wash me, Savior, or I die. 
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4 While I draw this fleeting breath,  
When my eyes shall close in death,  
When I soar to worlds unknown,  
See Thee on Thy judgment throne,  
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,  
Let me hide myself in Thee. 

EPISTLE LESSON: ROMANS 8:18-27 (ESV) 
18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 

worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the 
creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of 
God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, 
but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself 
will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the 
freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the 
whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth 
until now. 23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who 
have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for 
adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we 
were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for 
what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it 
with patience. 

26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not 
know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes 
for us with groanings too deep for words. 27 And he who searches 
hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because[g] the 
Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

SERMON 
Pastor John Reith 

#511: “BLESSED ASSURANCE” 
1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!  

O what a foretaste of glory divine!  
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,  
Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood. 
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Refrain:  
This is my story, this is my song,  
Praising my Savior all the day long;  
This is my story, this is my song,  
Praising my Savior all the day long. 

2 Perfect submission, perfect delight!  
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight;  
Angels descending bring from above  
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 

3 Perfect submission—all is at rest,  
I in my Savior am happy and blest;  
Watching and waiting, looking above,  
Filled with His goodness, lost in His love. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom 
come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

BENEDICTION (Numbers 6:24-26) 
The LORD bless you and keep you. 
The LORD make His face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you.  
The LORD lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 

Amen. 

THREE-FOLD AMEN 
Amen. Amen. Amen. 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 
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