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INVOCATION 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

INTROIT: PSALM 46:1-3, 11 (ESV) 
1 God is our refuge and strength,  

a very present help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way,  

though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea,  
3 though its waters roar and foam,  

though the mountains tremble at its swelling. 
11 The Lord of hosts is with us;  

the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

OPENING PRAYER 
O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in 
Your presence to hear Your Holy Word. We pray that You will open 
our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that through the preaching of Your 
Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to believe on Jesus in 
life and in death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. Hear 
us for Christ’s sake. 

Amen. 
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#260: “LORD, KEEP US STEADFAST IN THY WORD” 
1 Lord, keep us steadfast in Thy word:  

Curb those who fain by craft or sword  
Would wrest the kingdom from Thy Son,  
And set at naught all He hath done. 

2 Lord Jesus Christ, Thy pow’r make known;  
For Thou art Lord of lords alone:  
Defend Thy Christendom, that we  
May evermore sing praise to Thee. 

3 O Comforter, of priceless worth,  
Send peace and unity on earth;  
Support us in our final strife,  
And lead us out of death to life. 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
“If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. If we confess our sins, [God] is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:8-9) And 
so with confidence we bow before the Lord to confess our sins. 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess to 
You that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. Therefore we flee for 
refuge to Your infinite mercy and ask You for Christ’s sake, grant us 
forgiveness of all our sins, and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us 
true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your 
Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

KYRIE 
O God the Father in heaven, have mercy upon us! 
O God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy upon us! 
O God the Holy Ghost, true Comforter, have mercy upon us! 



3 

ABSOLUTION 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has 
given His only Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our 
sins. To those who believe on His name, He gives power to become 
sons of God, and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He who believes, 
and is baptized, shall be saved. Grant this, LORD, to us all. 

Amen. 

FIRST LESSON: REVELATION 14:6-7 (ESV) 
6 Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal 

gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and 
tribe and language and people. 7 And he said with a loud voice, “Fear 
God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, 
and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs 
of water.” 

GOSPEL LESSON: JOHN 8:31-36 (ESV) 
31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in 

my word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, 
and the truth will set you free.” 33 They answered him, “We are 
offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is 
it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 

34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who 
practices sin is a slave to sin. 35 The slave does not remain in the house 
forever; the son remains forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you 
will be free indeed.” 

CONFESSION OF FAITH: APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried. He descended into hell. The 
third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 
is seated on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from where 
He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OFFERING RESPONSE 
We give Thee but Thine own, whate’er the gift may be. 
All that we have is Thine alone, a trust O Lord from Thee. Amen. 

#413: “NOW I HAVE FOUND THE GROUND WHEREIN” 
1 Now I have found the ground wherein  

My soul’s sure anchor may remain:  
The wounds of Jesus, for my sin  
Before the world’s foundation slain;  
Whose mercy shall unshaken stay,  
When heav’n and earth are fled away. 

2 O Father, Thine eternal grace  
Our scanty thought surpasses far;  
Thy heart still melts with tenderness,  
Thine arms of love still open are  
Returning sinners to receive,  
That mercy they may taste, and live. 

3 O love, so great, so bottomless!  
My sins are swallowed up in Thee:  
And covered my unrighteousness;  
No spot of guilt remains in me:  
While Jesus’ blood, thro’earth and skies,  
For mercy, boundless mercy, cries! 

4 Fixed on this ground I will remain,  
Though heart may fail and flesh decay;  
This anchor shall my soul sustain,  
When earth’s foundations melt away:  
Then sing I in eternity,  
Unbounded mercy, still of Thee. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
Kathryn Greene 
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EPISTLE LESSON: ROMANS 3:19-26 (ESV) 
19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who 

are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole 
world may be held accountable to God. 20 For by works of the law no 
human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes 
knowledge of sin. 

21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart 
from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 
22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who 
believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a 
propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show 
God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed 
over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the present 
time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith 
in Jesus. 

SERMON 
Pastor John Rieth 
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#141: “A MIGHTY FORTRESS” 
1 A mighty fortress is our God,  

A bulwark never failing;  
Our helper He, amid the flood  
Of mortal ills prevailing. 
For still our ancient foe  
Doth seek to work us woe;  
His craft and pow’r are great,  
And armed with cruel hate,  
On earth is not his equal. 

2 Did we in our own strength confide,  
Our striving would be losing;  
Were not the right Man on our side,  
The Man of God’s own choosing. 
Dost ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus, it is He;  
Lord Sabaoth His name,  
From age to age the same,  
And He must win the battle. 

3 And tho’ this world, with devils filled,  
Should threaten to undo us;  
We will not fear, for God hath willed  
His truth to triumph through us. 
The prince of darkness grim— 
We tremble not for him;  
His rage we can endure,  
For lo! his doom is sure,  
One little word shall fell him. 

4 That word above all earthly pow’rs— 
No thanks to them abideth:  
The Spirit and the gifts are ours  
Thro’ Him who with us sideth. 
Let goods and kindred go,  
This mortal life also;  
The body they may kill:  
God’s truth abideth still,  
His kingdom is forever. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom 
come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

BENEDICTION (NUMBERS 6:24-26) 
The LORD bless you and keep you. 
The LORD make His face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you.  
The LORD lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 

Amen. 

THREE-FOLD AMEN 
Amen. Amen. Amen. 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 
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