
FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
December 20, 2020 

Trinity Free Lutheran Church 
3426 Chestnut St 

Grand Forks, ND 58201 
Phone: (701) 772-1218 

Pastor’s cell: (701) 331-2815 
Website: trinityfreegf.org 

INVOCATION 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

INTROIT: PSALM 19:1, 4c-6 (ESV) 
1  The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 
4c  In them he has set a tent for the sun,  
5  which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber,  

and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy. 
6  Its rising is from the end of the heavens,  

and its circuit to the end of them,  
and there is nothing hidden from its heat. 

OPENING PRAYER 
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, 
that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your 
grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in 
Your presence to hear Your Holy Word. We pray that You will open 
our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that through the preaching of Your 
Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to believe on Jesus in 
life and in death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. 

Hear us for Christ’s sake. 

Amen. 
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#2: “O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL” 
1 O come, O come. Emmanuel,  

And ransom captive Israel,  
That mourns in lonely exile here  
Until the Son of God appear. 

Refrain:  
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel  
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

2 O come, O come, Thou Lord of Might,  
Who to Thy tribes, on Sinai’s height,  
In ancient times didst give the law  
In cloud, and majesty, and awe. (Refrain) 

3 O come, Thou Rod of Jesse free  
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny;  
From depths of hell Thy people save  
And give them victory over the grave. (Refrain) 

4 O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer  
Our spirits by Thine advent here;  
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,  
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. (Refrain) 

5 O come, Thou Key of David come,  
And open wide our heavenly home;  
Make safe the way that leads on high,  
And close the path to misery. (Refrain) 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
“If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. If we confess our sins, [God] is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:8-9) And 
so with confidence we bow before the Lord to confess our sins. 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess to 
You that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. Therefore we flee for 
refuge to Your infinite mercy and ask You for Christ’s sake, grant us 
forgiveness of all our sins, and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us 
true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your 
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Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

KYRIE 
O God the Father in heaven, have mercy upon us! 
O God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy upon us! 
O God the Holy Ghost, true Comforter, have mercy upon us! 

ABSOLUTION 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has 
given His only Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our 
sins. To those who believe on His name, He gives power to become 
sons of God, and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He who believes, 
and is baptized, shall be saved. Grant this, LORD, to us all. 

Amen. 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: 2 SAMUEL 7:1-16 (ESV) 
1 Now when the king lived in his house and the LORD had given 

him rest from all his surrounding enemies, 2 the king said to Nathan 
the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God 
dwells in a tent.” 3 And Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is in 
your heart, for the LORD is with you.”  

4 But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, 5 “Go 
and tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD: Would you build me 
a house to dwell in? 6 I have not lived in a house since the day I 
brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been 
moving about in a tent for my dwelling. 7 In all places where I have 
moved with all the people of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the 
judges of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, 
saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” ’ 8 Now, 
therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the 
LORD of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, 
that you should be prince over my people Israel. 9 And I have been 
with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from 
before you. And I will make for you a great name, like the name of the 
great ones of the earth. 10 And I will appoint a place for my people 
Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place 
and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them no more, 
as formerly, 11 from the time that I appointed judges over my people 
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Israel. And I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the 
LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. 12 When 
your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise 
up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I 
will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for my name, and 
I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be to him a 
father, and he shall be to me a son. When he commits iniquity, I will 
discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men, 
15 but my steadfast love will not depart from him, as I took it from 
Saul, whom I put away from before you. 16 And your house and your 
kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be 
established forever.’ ” 

EPISTLE LESSON: ROMANS 16:25-27 (ESV) 
25 Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my 

gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of 
the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26 but has now been 
disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to 
all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring 
about the obedience of faith— 27 to the only wise God be glory 
forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. 

CONFESSION OF FAITH: APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried. He descended into hell. The 
third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 
is seated on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from where 
He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen. Amen. 

SPECIAL MUSIC 
Danny Lee 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OFFERING RESPONSE 
We give Thee but Thine own, whate’er the gift may be. 
All that we have is Thine alone, a trust O Lord from Thee. Amen. 

#40: “OF THE FATHER’S LOVE BEGOTTEN” 
1 Of the Father’s love begotten  

Ere the worlds began to be,  
He is Alpha and Omega,  
He the source, the ending He,  
Of the things that are, that have been,  
And that future years shall see,  
Evermore and evermore. 

2 Oh, that birth forever blessed,  
When the virgin, full of grace,  
By the Holy Ghost conceiving,  
Bore the Savior of our race,  
And the babe, the world’s redeemer,  
First revealed His sacred face,  
Evermore and evermore. 

3 This is He whom seers in old time  
Chanted of with one accord,  
Whom the voices of the prophets  
Promised in their faithful word;  
Now He shines, the long-expected;  
Let creation praise its Lord  
Evermore and evermore. 

4 Let the heights of heav’n adore Him;  
Angel hosts, His praises sing;  
Pow’rs, dominions, bow before Him  
And extol our God and King;  
Let no tongue on earth be silent,  
Ev’ry voice in concert ring  
Evermore and evermore. 
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5 Christ, to Thee, with God the Father,  
And, O Holy Ghost, to Thee,  
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving  
And unwearied praises be:  
Honor, glory, and dominion,  
And eternal victory  
Evermore and evermore. 
Amen. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

GOSPEL LESSON: LUKE 1:26-38 (ESV) 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city 

of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose 
name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was 
Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the 
Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and 
tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel 
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 
God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called 
the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a 
virgin?”  

35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore 
the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And 
behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, 
and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For 
nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I 
am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” 
And the angel departed from her. 

SERMON: “EMBRYO JESUS” 
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#18: “JOY TO THE WORLD! THE LORD IS COME!” 
1 Joy to the world! The Lord is come:  

Let earth receive her King;  
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room,  
And heav’n and nature sing,  
And heav’n and nature sing,  
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

2 Joy to the world! The Savior reigns:  
Let men their songs employ,  
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains,  
Repeat the sounding joy,  
Repeat the sounding joy,  
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

3 No more let sin and sorrow grow,  
Nor thorns infest the ground;  
He comes to make His blessings flow  
Far as the curse is found,  
Far as the curse is found,  
Far as, far as the curse is found. 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace  
And makes the nations prove  
The glories of His righteousness  
And wonders of His love,  
And wonders of His love,  
And wonders, wonders of His love. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom 
come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

BENEDICTION (NUMBERS 6:24-26) 
The LORD bless you and keep you. 
The LORD make His face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you.  
The LORD lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 

Amen. 
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THREE-FOLD AMEN 
Amen. Amen. Amen. 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP SERVICE THIS MORNING! 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE WEEK 
Thur., Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Service 4:00 pm 

Sun., Dec. 27 “Behold His Glory” KNOX 1310 AM 7:30 am 
Divine Worship 10:30 am 
No Sunday School 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
DATES TO REMEMBER 

Sun., Jan. 3 Divine Worship w/ Holy Communion 10:30 am 

Sun., Feb. 7 Annual Meeting following worship 

“I will need your reports into the office preferably Thursday, January 
14th and no later than Thursday, January 21st. Thank you.” – Marilyn 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Offering envelopes are now available. If you do not have envelopes 
but want them, please contact Marilyn or Beverly. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Remember to pray for those who are hurting or sick, those who have 
lost a loved one, young families with children, our nation, the AFLC, 
members & friends of Trinity, Pastor Dan and Alicia Antal. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
12/13 Attn: 62; Views: 54; Offering: $1,503; Radio: $10 
12/27 Texts: Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40 


