
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
December 27, 2020 

Trinity Free Lutheran Church 
3426 Chestnut St 

Grand Forks, ND 58201 
Phone: (701) 772-1218 

Pastor’s cell: (701) 331-2815 
Website: trinityfreegf.org 

INVOCATION 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

INTROIT: PSALM 98:1-4 (ESV) 
1  Oh sing to the LORD a new song,  

for he has done marvelous things! 
 His right hand and his holy arm  

have worked salvation for him. 
2  The LORD has made known his salvation;  

he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
3  He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness  

to the house of Israel. 
 All the ends of the earth have seen  

the salvation of our God. 
4  Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth;  

break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 

OPENING PRAYER 
O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in 
Your presence to hear Your Holy Word. We pray that You will open 
our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that through the preaching of Your 
Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to believe on Jesus in 
life and in death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. Hear 
us for Christ’s sake. 

Amen. 
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#37: “ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY” 
1 Once in royal David’s city  

Stood a lowly cattle shed,  
Where a Mother laid her baby  
In a manger for His bed;  
Mary was that Mother mild,  
Jesus Christ her little Child. 

2 He came down to earth from heaven  
Who is God and Lord of all,  
And His shelter was a stable,  
And His cradle was a stall;  
With the poor and mean and lowly,  
Lived on earth our Savior holy. 

3 And through all His wondrous childhood  
He would honor and obey,  
Love and watch the lowly maiden  
In whose gentle arms He lay;  
Christian children all must be  
Mild, obedient, good as He. 

4 For He is our childhood’s pattern:  
Day by day like us He grew;  
He was little, weak, and helpless;  
Tears and smiles like us He knew;  
And He feeleth for our sadness,  
And He shareth in our gladness. 

5 And our eyes at last shall see Him  
Through His own redeeming love,  
For that Child so dear and gentle  
Is our Lord in heav’n above;  
And He leads His children on  
To the place where He is gone. 

6 Not in that poor lowly stable,  
With the oxen standing by,  
We shall see Him; but in heaven,  
Set at God’s right hand on high,  
When like stars His children crowned  
All in white shall wait around. 
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CONFESSION OF SIN 
“If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. If we confess our sins, [God] is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:8-9) And 
so with confidence we bow before the Lord to confess our sins. 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess to 
You that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. Therefore we flee for 
refuge to Your infinite mercy and ask You for Christ’s sake, grant us 
forgiveness of all our sins, and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us 
true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your 
Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

KYRIE 
O God the Father in heaven, have mercy upon us! 
O God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy upon us! 
O God the Holy Ghost, true Comforter, have mercy upon us! 

ABSOLUTION 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has 
given His only Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our 
sins. To those who believe on His name, He gives power to become 
sons of God, and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He who believes, 
and is baptized, shall be saved. Grant this, LORD, to us all. 

Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: ISAIAH 61:10-62:3 (ESV) 
10  I will greatly rejoice in the LORD;  

my soul shall exult in my God,  
 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation;  

he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,  
 as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful 

headdress,  
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

11  For as the earth brings forth its sprouts,  
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up,  

 so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise  
to sprout up before all the nations. 
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1  For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,  
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet,  

 until her righteousness goes forth as brightness,  
and her salvation as a burning torch. 

2  The nations shall see your righteousness,  
and all the kings your glory,  

 and you shall be called by a new name  
that the mouth of the LORD will give. 

3  You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD,  
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

EPISTLE LESSON: GALATIANS 4:4-7 (ESV) 
4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, 

born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under 
the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6 And because you 
are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 
“Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, 
then an heir through God. 

CONFESSION OF FAITH: APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried. He descended into hell. The 
third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 
is seated on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from where 
He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen. Amen. 

SPECIAL MUSIC 
June Thompson 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OFFERING RESPONSE 
We give Thee but Thine own, whate’er the gift may be. 
All that we have is Thine alone, a trust O Lord from Thee. Amen. 

#26: “WHAT CHILD IS THIS?” 
1 What child is this, who, laid to rest,  

On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet  
While shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the king,  
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing:  
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,  
The babe, the son of Mary! 

2 Why lies He in such mean estate  
Where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here  
The silent Word is pleading. 
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through,  
The cross be borne for me, for you;  
Hail, hail the Word made flesh,  
The babe, the son of Mary! 

3 So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh;  
Come, peasant, king, to own Him. 
The King of kings salvation brings;  
Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 
Raise, raise the song on high;  
The virgin sings her lullaby;  
Joy, joy, for Christ is born,  
The babe, the son of Mary! 

GOSPEL LESSON: LUKE 2:22-40 (ESV) 
22 And when the time came for their purification according to the 

Law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the 
Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first 
opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24 and to offer a 
sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of 
turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in 
Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and 
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devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was 
upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 
would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 And he 
came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the 
child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he 
took him up in his arms and blessed God and said,  
29  “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,  

according to your word;  
30  for my eyes have seen your salvation  
31  that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,  
32  a light for revelation to the Gentiles,  

and for glory to your people Israel.”  
33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about 

him. 34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, 
“Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in 
Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce 
through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may 
be revealed.”  

36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of 
the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her 
husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37 and then as a 
widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, 
worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And coming up at 
that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to 
all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.  

39 And when they had performed everything according to the Law 
of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 
40 And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the 
favor of God was upon him. 

SERMON: “REVEALED IN SUFFERING” 

#30: “ALL MY HEART THIS NIGHT REJOICES” 
1 All my heart this night rejoices,  

As I hear, Far and near,  
Sweetest angel voices;  
“Christ is born, ” their choirs are singing,  
Till the air Ev’rywhere  
Now with joy is ringing. 
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2 Hark, a voice from yonder manger,  
Soft and sweet, Doth entreat,  
“Flee from woe and danger;  
Brethren, come; from all that grieves you 
You are freed; All you need  
I will surely give you.” 

3 Come then, let us hasten yonder,  
Here let all, Great and small,  
Kneel in awe and wonder;  
Love Him who with love is yearning;  
Hail the Star That from far  
Bright with hope is burning. 

4 Ye who pine in weary sadness,  
Weep no more, For the door  
Now is found of gladness:  
Cling to Him, for He will guide you 
Where no cross, Pain or loss  
Can again betide you. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom 
come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

BENEDICTION (NUMBERS 6:24-26) 
The LORD bless you and keep you. 
The LORD make His face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you.  
The LORD lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 

Amen. 

THREE-FOLD AMEN 
Amen. Amen. Amen. 
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DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP SERVICE THIS MORNING! 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE WEEK 
Sun., Jan. 3 “Behold His Glory” KNOX 1310 AM 7:30 am 

Divine Worship w/ Holy Communion 10:30 am 

Wed., Jan. 6 Bible study (1 Peter) 7:00 pm 
(on site and via Zoom) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
DATES TO REMEMBER 

Mon., Jan. 18 Deacons meeting 6:30 pm 
Council Meeting 7:00 pm 

Sun., Feb. 7 Annual meeting following worship 

“I will need your reports into the office preferably Thursday, January 
14th and no later than Thursday, January 21st. Thank you.” – Marilyn 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Offering envelopes are now available. If you do not have envelopes 
but want them, please contact Marilyn or Beverly. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Remember to pray for those who are hurting or sick, those who have 
lost a loved one, young families with children, our nation, the AFLC, 
members & friends of Trinity, Pastor Dan and Alicia Antal. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
12/20 Attn: 35; Views: 43; Offering: $1,884.27; Radio: $10 
12/24 Attn: 46; Views: 50; Offering: Not available yet 
01/03 Texts: 1 Kings 3:4-15; Ephesians. 1:3-14; Luke 2:40-52 


