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THEME 
Jesus, as true God and true man, grew up to be the true sacrifice for sin. 

INTROIT: PSALM 147:1, 5, 11-12 (ESV) 
1  Praise the LORD!  

 For it is good to sing praises to our God;  

for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting. 
5  Great is our Lord, and abundant in power;  

his understanding is beyond measure. 

11  The LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him,  

in those who hope in his steadfast love. 

12  Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem! 

Praise your God, O Zion! 

HYMNS (AMBASSADOR HYMNAL) 
#34: “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” 

#35: “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks” 

#38: “Behold, a Branch Is Growing” 

COLLECT 
Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light of Your incarnate Word. Grant 

that this Light may shine forth in our lives; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS 

1 Kings 3:4-15 (ESV) 
4 And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place. Solomon used 

to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a 

dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I shall give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You have 

shown great and steadfast love to your servant David my father, because he walked before you in 

faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you. And you have kept for him 

this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne this day. 7 And now, O 

LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of David my father, although I am but 

a little child. I do not know how to go out or come in. 8 And your servant is in the midst of your 

people whom you have chosen, a great people, too many to be numbered or counted for 

multitude. 9 Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, that I may 

discern between good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great people?” 
10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 And God said to him, “Because you 

have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, 
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but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12 behold, I now do according 

to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none like you has been 

before you and none like you shall arise after you. 13 I give you also what you have not asked, 

both riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, all your days. 14 And if you 

will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, 

then I will lengthen your days.” 
15 And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and stood 

before the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings, 

and made a feast for all his servants. 

Ephesians 1:3-14 (ESV) 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 

every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation 

of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined us for 

adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the 

praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have 

redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his 

grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known to us the mystery 

of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of 

time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 
11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose 

of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12 so that we who were the first 

to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you heard the word 

of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy 

Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of 

his glory. 

Luke 2:40-52 (SBL) 
40 Τὸ δὲ παιδίον ηὔξανεν καὶ ἐκραταιοῦτο πληρούμενον σοφίᾳ, καὶ χάρις θεοῦ ἦν ἐπʼ αὐτό. 
41 Καὶ ἐπορεύοντο οἱ γονεῖς αὐτοῦ κατʼ ἔτος εἰς Ἰερουσαλὴμ τῇ ἑορτῇ τοῦ πάσχα. 42 καὶ ὅτε 

ἐγένετο ἐτῶν δώδεκα, ἀναβαινόντων αὐτῶν κατὰ τὸ ἔθος τῆς ἑορτῆς 43 καὶ τελειωσάντων τὰς 

ἡμέρας, ἐν τῷ ὑποστρέφειν αὐτοὺς ὑπέμεινεν Ἰησοῦς ὁ παῖς ἐν Ἰερουσαλήμ, καὶ οὐκ ἔγνωσαν οἱ 

γονεῖς αὐτοῦ. 44 νομίσαντες δὲ αὐτὸν εἶναι ἐν τῇ συνοδίᾳ ἦλθον ἡμέρας ὁδὸν καὶ ἀνεζήτουν 

αὐτὸν ἐν τοῖς συγγενεῦσιν καὶ τοῖς γνωστοῖς, 45 καὶ μὴ εὑρόντες ὑπέστρεψαν εἰς Ἰερουσαλὴμ 

ἀναζητοῦντες αὐτόν. 46 καὶ ἐγένετο μετὰ ἡμέρας τρεῖς εὗρον αὐτὸν ἐν τῷ ἱερῷ καθεζόμενον ἐν 

μέσῳ τῶν διδασκάλων καὶ ἀκούοντα αὐτῶν καὶ ἐπερωτῶντα αὐτούς· 47 ἐξίσταντο δὲ πάντες οἱ 

ἀκούοντες αὐτοῦ ἐπὶ τῇ συνέσει καὶ ταῖς ἀποκρίσεσιν αὐτοῦ. 48 καὶ ἰδόντες αὐτὸν ἐξεπλάγησαν, 

καὶ εἶπεν πρὸς αὐτὸν ἡ μήτηρ αὐτοῦ· Τέκνον, τί ἐποίησας ἡμῖν οὕτως; ἰδοὺ ὁ πατήρ σου καὶ ἐγὼ 

ὀδυνώμενοι ἐζητοῦμέν σε. 49 καὶ εἶπεν πρὸς αὐτούς· Τί ὅτι ἐζητεῖτέ με; οὐκ ᾔδειτε ὅτι ἐν τοῖς τοῦ 

πατρός μου δεῖ εἶναί με; 50 καὶ αὐτοὶ οὐ συνῆκαν τὸ ῥῆμα ὃ ἐλάλησεν αὐτοῖς. 51 καὶ κατέβη μετʼ 

αὐτῶν καὶ ἦλθεν εἰς Ναζαρέθ, καὶ ἦν ὑποτασσόμενος αὐτοῖς. καὶ ἡ μήτηρ αὐτοῦ διετήρει πάντα 

τὰ ῥήματα ταῦτα ἐν τῇ καρδίᾳ αὐτῆς. 
52 Καὶ Ἰησοῦς προέκοπτεν σοφίᾳ καὶ ἡλικίᾳ καὶ χάριτι παρὰ θεῷ καὶ ἀνθρώποις. 

Luke 2:40-52 (ESV) 
40 And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon 

him. 
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41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42 And when he 

was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 43 And when the feast was ended, as 

they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, 44 but 

supposing him to be in the group they went a day’s journey, but then they began to search for 

him among their relatives and acquaintances, 45 and when they did not find him, they returned to 

Jerusalem, searching for him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the 

teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard him were amazed at 

his understanding and his answers. 48 And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And 

his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been 

searching for you in great distress.” 49 And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did 

you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50 And they did not understand the saying 

that he spoke to them. 51 And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive 

to them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart. 
52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. 

NOTES 
This narrative is the only biblical account of anything in Jesus’ childhood. Between the flight to 

Egypt (Matt. 2:13) and Jesus’ baptism (Matt. 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22), Scripture is 

otherwise silent. 

2:42 “Twelve years old seems to be the age of maturity in religious matters” (Just, 126). 

2:46 There seems to be some significance to the three days. Perhaps it is a foreshadowing that a 

few decades later, in this same city, Jesus would be lost again and reappear on the third day. At 

his resurrection he was not found in the temple, but was found to be the rebuilding of the temple 

himself. “Why were you seeking me?” (2:49) may parallel “Why do you seek the living among 

the dead?” (24:5), and “His mother treasured up all these things in her heart” (2:51) may parallel 

“And they remembered his words” (24:8). In Luke 15, Jesus associates being lost with being 

dead and being found with coming back to life. 

2:47 Jesus asked the teachers questions (2:46), but it was Jesus who amazed everyone with his 

answers. 

2:48 “Your father and I” stands in sharp contrast to Jesus’ statement, “I must be in my Father’s 

house” (2:49). 

2:49 These are the first recorded words of Jesus. They are short and poignant. He forces the 

reader/listener to reflect on his identity and his mission as he says, “In/among the things of my 

Father [it is] necessary for me to be.” 

Jesus often uses δεῖ to speak of his anointed mission and destiny. Even from the age of twelve, 

Jesus understands he has been sent by his Father and must be about his business. 

“Jesus’ first words are a full Christology that speak to his person, the Son of God, and his work, 

the necessity of his being in Jerusalem, where he will return as the Passover Lamb” (Just, 130). 

Luke emphasizes that Jerusalem is the place of Jesus’ destiny (9:31; 9:51; 13:22; 17:11; 24:13-

27; Acts 1:8). 

2:50 “Jesus very first words are misunderstood, a theme for his entire life” (Just, 131). This is a 

pattern especially prominent when Jesus speaks of the necessity of his passion. It was not until 
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Jesus opened the eyes of two disciples on the road to Emmaus that anyone in Luke understands 

what Jesus was doing. 

2:51 “ἦν ὑποτασσόμενος αὐτοῖς—Jesus’ obedience to his parents is part of his active obedience. 

The periphrastic construction implies continual obedience. He let himself be placed in the proper 

divine ordering of the family.” (Just, 128) 

Like 2:19, Luke reports that Mary “treasured up all these things in her heart.” Most likely, Mary 

was the source for Luke 1-2. 

MANUSCRIPT 
The Gospel lesson for the Second Sunday after Christmas comes from The Gospel According 

to Luke, chapter 2, verses 40 through 52. 

One of the things I wish the Bible had more of is stories from Jesus’ childhood. We don’t 

really have much between his birth and the beginning of his ministry. We know he was 

circumcised after eight days (2:21). On the fortieth day Joseph and Mary took him to the temple 

(2:22-38). After the visit of the Magi, which probably happened when Jesus was about one, two 

at the most, Joseph took the family and fled to Egypt, because King Herod heard about the birth 

of a king from the Magi and sought to kill him. Then, after Herod died, they returned and settled 

in Nazareth (Matt. 2). But none of those stories tell us what Jesus was like as a child. And 

Christians have often been curious about this. I think every Christian parent has wondered, What 

would my kid would be like if he wasn’t a sinner? Jesus did not have a sinful nature, so we 

wonder what he was like as a child. And even more than that, with Jesus we wonder, When did 

he figure out that he is the Son of God? And I wonder if he ever pulled rank on Mary and 

Joseph? I mean, did Jesus ever say, “You might be my mom, but I’m God”? We don’t know a 

lot about Jesus’ childhood, but we do have this one story from his childhood. And it gives us 

some valuable insight. 

Please stand as you are able for the Gospel. From Luke 2, beginning at verse 40, we read in 

Jesus’ name. 

40 And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was 

upon him. 

41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42 And when 

he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 43 And when the feast was 

ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did 

not know it, 44 but supposing him to be in the group they went a day’s journey, but then 

they began to search for him among their relatives and acquaintances, 45 and when they 

did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him. 46 After three days they 

found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them 

questions. 47 And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 
48 And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said to him, 

“Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been searching for you 

in great distress.” 49 And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not 

know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50 And they did not understand the saying 

that he spoke to them. 51 And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was 

submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart. 

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. 
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Father, these are your words. Sanctify us in the truth. Your Word is truth. Amen. 

You may be seated. 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Merry Christmas. 

Tis the season to be … doctrinal. 

We talked about this last week. Christmas is a season for some of the heaviest of Christian 

doctrine, because the doctrine emphasized during Christmas is the mystery of the incarnation. 

That is, the Son of God, through whom all things in heaven and earth were created, this Son of 

God took on the created nature of a human being. And from that moment, when the Holy Spirit 

came upon the Virgin Mary, the Son of God has lived as true man and true God. And this will 

continue for all eternity. He never quit being a man. After his resurrection from the dead and 

ascension into heaven, he continued to be a man, and he will continue as both God and man for 

the rest of eternity. He has a divine nature and a human nature. He is fully God and fully man in 

one person. This is hard to fathom. Actually, this is probably impossible to fathom. Even after 

the mystery is revealed to us, it continues to be mysterious. How can this be? 

How is it possible for God to suffer human weaknesses? How is it possible for him to get 

hungry? How is it possible for the one who neither slumbers nor sleeps (Ps. 121:4) to get tired 

and fall asleep in the back of boat (Mark 4:38)? Can he get sick? How is it possible for him to 

suffer and die? Regarding the specific event of Christmas, we wonder, how is it possible for the 

all-powerful God to take on the form of a helpless baby, even nine months before his birth? How 

can it be that the all-powerful creator of the universe suddenly needed a mommy just to survive? 

And in the gospel lesson for today, we wonder, how can it be that the same God who spoke 

through the prophets in the Old Testament could sit in the temple and learn about himself from 

the rabbis? And how can it be that God grew up? This is the theological “problem” with the 

incarnation. One of the attributes of God is that he is immutable. “Immutable” is a fancy 

theological word that means “unchanging.” God does not change. His is perfectly loving, 

perfectly wise, all-powerful, all-knowing, and all-all-sorts-of-things. And if he is perfect in all of 

these ways, there is no possible room for improvement. And if God knows everything, there is 

nothing for him to learn. So this is one of the mysteries of the incarnation. The Son of God 

became a human being. And while it is not the nature of God to learn and grow, it is the nature of 

human beings to learn and grow. So Jesus learned and grew. That is, God learned and grew, 

because the man Jesus Christ is God in human flesh. 

This is the doctrine of Christmas. God became a human being. And, being a human being, he 

did all the things human beings do. He never quit being God. But for the time of his humiliation, 

he set aside the use of his divine attributes. Now there were, it seems, times when he did use his 

divine power, but it was never to help himself through the struggles of humanity. He resisted the 

temptation to use the divine cheat code. So when he did use his divine power, it was always for 

the sake of others, to forgive their sins and heal their bodies. But he didn’t use the God thing for 

his own personal benefit. He did all the things human beings do. He had to learn. He had to 

grow. 

Think about this: the eternal Word learned to speak. As he grew up, he learned his own Word 

from his parents and teachers. The God who spoke through the prophets sat at the feet of his 

teachers and learned the very same words he had spoken through Moses, Isaiah, and all the other 

prophets. 

 



GOD GREW UP (Luke 2:40-52) 

6 

I think this passage from Luke is one of the most essential passages in the Bible. And I think 

that simply because there’s nothing else like it. There are probably several passages that rank 

higher in importance, although I get a little uncomfortable trying to rank one passage of Scripture 

as more important than others. But with many of the passages that might rank as more important, 

most of them have duplicates in other gospels, or at least other passages that teach the same 

thing. But this passage about the twelve-year-old Jesus is unique and essential in the sense that 

there is really nothing else like it. There are, of course, many passages that emphasize Jesus’ 

humanity, but nothing quite like this one. It’s the only story we have from Jesus’ childhood. It’s 

the only text where we see him learning and growing. 

This, by the way, is one of the reasons the lectionary is important. That’s the three-year series 

of Scripture readings that we cycle through over and over again. We can take these essential 

texts and make sure that every Christian hears them, at least once every three years. By giving us 

a broad taste of the Scriptures, the lectionary helps us learn every point of doctrine. 

It’s also one of the reasons it’s important for Christians to be in church every Sunday. 

There’s a rhyme and a reason to the lessons we use. They all teach something different. Now you 

might be thinking, But pastor, you say the same thing every week. Yes. If I’m doing my job right, 

I’m proclaiming forgiveness to you every week. But if I’m doing my job right, I’m also teaching 

a different point of doctrine or a different part of biblical history each week. You should hear the 

same thing every week, and you should hear a different thing every week. And both of those are 

reasons you should be in church every week. Because you need that same forgiveness every 

week, and you need that different point of doctrine or history every week. Both of these are how 

we grow in grace and in the knowledge of Christ. It’s impossible to teach the entire Christian 

faith in one sermon. It needs to get broken up. So if you’re not here consistently, there’s no way 

you’re going to get the whole thing. So I commend you for being here. We need to be in God’s 

house, learning his Word. 

And, to bring this back around to the text for today, that is exactly what we see Jesus doing. 

He is in his Father’s house, learning the Word of God. In this way he is an example for all of us. 

He is, of course, the perfect example of a twelve-year-old boy. But this is also something we all 

need. This is one of the applications we should draw from this passage. 

 
The focus, however, is on the two natures of Christ. We learn both his human nature and his 

divine nature in this passage. We see the human nature in what he does, and the divine nature in 

what he says about himself. 

Let’s look at the divine nature first. We learn of the divine nature from what Jesus says. 

These are the first recorded words of Jesus. When Mary and Joseph finally find Jesus in the 

temple, she scolds him: “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been 

searching for you in great distress” (2:48). We can understand Mary’s frustration. She’s not used 

to Jesus being disobedient. Of course, he wasn’t being disobedient, and his answer to her will 

show that. But this apparent disobedience seems out of character. And, of course, there’s the fear 

and exasperation of not being able to find him. It’s like a parent who loses their kid in the 

grocery store. It could be all the parent’s fault, but when the parent finds the kid, they might 

scold them, just because their emotions are running high. That’s what Mary does. But Jesus’ 

answer sets her straight without being disrespectful. It reminds her who Jesus is and why the 

temple is the first place they should have looked. 

In the first recorded words of Jesus, he claims to be the Son of God. “Did you not know that I 

must be in my Father’s house?” (2:49). Calling God, “My Father,” is something no pious Jew 
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would have ever done. Occasionally in the Old Testament, God is referred to as the Father of 

Israel (Is. 64:8), and Israel is called the son of God (Hos. 11:1), so Jews could call God, “Our 

Father.” But for an individual Jew to call God, “My Father,” every other Jew within earshot 

would have understood that as a claim to be the Son of God. 

And we should understand that claiming to be the Son of God is the same as claiming to be 

God. That is because children are always the same species as their parents. When humans have 

children, they are always humans. When squirrels have children, they are always squirrels. They 

are, of course, smaller, because it is the nature of people and animals to grow, and so a child with 

the same nature is always going to start out smaller and weaker. But not so with God. For God to 

have a Son necessarily means that the Son has the same nature as the Father. And since the 

nature of God is infinite, and eternal, and all-powerful, and all-all-sorts-of-things, so the Son of 

God is also infinite, eternal, all-powerful, and all-all-sorts-of-things. He doesn’t start out smaller 

and weaker than the Father, because the Father did not start out smaller and weaker. The Father 

has always been. That is his nature. And so that is also the nature of the Son. To call God, “My 

Father,” is to claim to be the Son of God. And to claim to be the Son of God is to claim to have 

the same nature as God the Father. The Father and the Son are the same species. 

So imagine that you’re some random stranger in the temple, and you overhear this twelve-

year-old boy say to his mother and father, “Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s 

house?” If you understand him rightly, you would think to yourself, That kid just claimed to be 

God! Yes. Yes, he did. In his very first recorded words, Jesus claims to be God. So we learn of 

the divine nature from what Jesus says about himself. 

 
Second, we see the human nature in what he does. He learns and grows. Now if we think 

about this wrongly, which we always want to avoid doing, we might think it is because of Jesus’ 

divine nature that he amazed the teachers in the temple with his understanding and his answers. 

But that’s not right. He had great understanding because his human nature is without sin. When 

all the other little boys at the synagogue in Nazareth were distracted by the girl with cute hair, 

Jesus was paying attention to the rabbi. Imagine how much your children would know if they 

paid proper attention to the Word of God. Imagine how much you would know if you paid 

proper attention to the Word of God. We are hindered by our sinful natures. 

And the problem with our sinful natures isn’t just that we get distracted, but even when we 

do pay attention to the Word of God, we are tempted to twist it and misinterpret it. 

The devil has many tactics to separate us from the Word of God. First, he tempts us to just 

ignore it. He tempts us to be lazy on Sunday mornings. He tempts us with activities on Sunday 

mornings or weekend trips. He uses Covid as a temptation to neglect his Word. The devil will 

use any kind of excuse, even if it seems legitimate, to tempt us to neglect God’s Word. These 

excuses have a way of building momentum too. An excuse for one week turns into one week a 

month. Then that excuse doubles, or another excuse comes along, and eventually church 

becomes quite rare. 

But even if we do manage to get to church every week, the devil then uses distractions. Some 

distractions are innocent, like children. If you have small children, you do have to pay a certain 

amount of attention to them. To not do so would be a sin. But we also think about what we will 

do or eat later in the day. Or we might think about what we have to do at work or school 

tomorrow. There’s no reason that these things need to be in our minds during church, so when 

they are in our minds, it’s an indication that these things have become gods to us. It’s really a 

First Commandment issue. The devil uses our false gods to tempt us away from the one true 
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God. So when you start thinking about lunch, repent of the fact that your belly has become a god 

to you. And when you start thinking about what you have to do at work tomorrow, repent of the 

fact that your job had become a god to you. The devil uses these false gods to distract us. So 

instead we should use these distractions as opportunities for repentance. The devil will not like 

this, and, who knows, maybe he will stop trying to distract us. 

And there’s still at least one more way the devil tempts us regarding God’s Word. He tempts 

us to misinterpret it. If he fails to separate us from God’s Word, and if he fails to distract us from 

God’s Word, he might still have success by tempting us to twist and misinterpret the Word of 

God. In all of the devil’s attacks, he has an ally in our sinful nature. And so we are tempted to 

interpret the Word of God according to our sinful desires. The crassest form of this is the “Word 

of Faith” doctrine, also known as “the prosperity gospel.” This is where, if you have enough faith 

in what you want, God will give it to you. This, at least for most Christians, is pretty easy to spot 

as false. But we do the same thing in subtler ways. We create God in our own images. That is, 

whatever we value personally, we assume God must value those same things, and so we interpret 

the Scriptures according to our own values, rather than letting Scripture shape our values. And 

whenever we come up with a new idea that we think is particularly brilliant, we staunchly defend 

it, because if the idea is right, then we will gain glory for having thought of it. Many heresies 

have been born this way. 

So for the twelve-year-old Jesus, it wasn’t the divine nature that caused him to have such an 

amazing understanding of the Scriptures. It was simply that his human nature was not corrupted 

by sin. We see that he is human, and perfectly human. He is human the way God intended us to 

be before the fall into sin. And as a perfect human he learns and grows. 

This is the vocation of children. The primary calling of God upon children is to learn and 

grow. This is why God gives us parents and commands us to honor them. They are given to us so 

that we might learn and grow. This will prepare us for all the ways God has ordained for us to 

love and serve those around us, both now and in the future. Children submit to their parents in 

order to learn and grow. 

We even see Jesus doing this. “He went down with them and came to Nazareth and was 

submissive to them. … And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and 

man” (2:51-52). He submitted, and he grew. These things are linked. Jesus submitted to his 

parents, and he increased in wisdom and stature. 

This is for all the kids who think they know better than their parents. Jesus really did know 

better than his parents, and yet he was submissive to them. He was submissive to them because 

he knew the Fourth Commandment. And he knew that, even though he is the Son of God, he was 

also a twelve-year-old boy, and twelve-year-old boys don’t yet know all the dangers of the 

world. He knew that he still needed their authority, because he still had learning and growing to 

do. If you really do understand the world better than your parents, you will also know that you 

need their authority. If you don’t think you need their authority, you really don’t know better 

than them. Either way, children need to submit to their parents. The primary vocation of children 

is to learn and grow. 

So we see from the fact that Jesus learned and grew that he has a human nature like ours. But 

we also see from his excellence in learning and growing that he does not have our sinful nature. 

 
And here is the primary application for us in this text. It’s not something for us to do, but 

something for us to believe. Most of the applications from Scripture are not something for us to 

do, but something for us to believe. 



GOD GREW UP (Luke 2:40-52) 

9 

Here’s the primary application of Jesus being both God and man: As true God and true man, 

Jesus fulfilled the Law on our behalf so that he could suffer and die for our forgiveness. 

Jesus didn’t get zapped down from heaven a week before his crucifixion. He grew up like the 

rest of us. He experienced childhood. He suffered the frustration of parents who didn’t 

understand him. He learned and grew. This is a hard and painful experience. And he did all of 

this without sin, so that when he was sentenced to death by crucifixion, he could suffer not for 

the sins he had committed, but for the sins we have committed. 

We remember the sins of our youth. We remember the ways we have caused our parents 

pain. For some of us that’s not so long ago. Jesus took those sins upon himself, and in the place 

of those sins, he gives to us his perfect righteousness. He gives to you the righteousness of the 

twelve-year-old boy who listened intently to his rabbis and aced his catechism exam. He gives to 

you the righteousness of the twelve-year-old boy who walked back to Nazareth with Mary and 

Joseph and submitted to their authority. This is all yours by faith in Jesus Christ. Jesus grew up. 

He grew up for you. Amen. 

 
Now may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, guard your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus (Phil. 4:7). Amen. 


